
BACKGROUND

In many quick service restaurants, flies congregate near the dumpster and may enter 
the restaurant through open doors or the drive-thru window. Flies are not only a 
nuisance to diners; they can be a food safety risk as they are known to harbor over 100 
pathogens1 with the potential to transmit and cause human disease anywhere they land.

SITUATION

To assess the benefit of the Ecolab Large Fly Program compared to Fly Lights, one 
customer selected four restaurants to use for a test. In all four of their restaurants,  
two interior fly lights were installed, a pre-test survey was administered and baseline 
data was collected for three weeks. 

At the start of the first week, two of  
the restaurants received the full Ecolab 
Large Fly program with inspections and 
recommendations, exterior and interior 
treatments along with exterior and 
interior equipment. The remaining two 
restaurants served as control locations 
with only interior fly lights for tracking 
purposes. At the end of each week, the 
total number of flies caught in the interior 
of each restaurant was counted.

SOLUTION

In the restaurants with the Ecolab Large Fly program, the Ecolab Service Specialist 
completed an interior and exterior inspection and then made recommendations that 
would help the restaurant limit fly entry. Next, an exterior treatment was performed in 
key exterior areas such as the dumpster corral and near the back door to reduce the fly 
population. The STEALTHTM Fly Station was installed in the dumpster corral, attracting 
flies and eliminating them on the exterior before they were attracted to the restaurant. 
On the interior, targeted interior spot treatments were made to key fly resting areas 
and STEALTHTM Fly Lights were installed in the customer dining area and the back of 
house to help quickly eliminate any flies that did enter the restaurant.
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RESULTS 

In the first week, the restaurants with the Ecolab Large Fly program saw an 8% increase in the number of flies caught. 
This was, however, much lower than the 44% increase seen in the number of flies caught in the control restaurants. This 
suggests that the overall fly pressure was increasing at this time and the Ecolab Large Fly Program helped mitigate the 
impact  of the increasing fly pressure. 

In the second week, exterior pressure continued to build with the number of flies increasing by 68%. Again, the stores on 
the program saw the number of flies caught in their restaurant decrease by an average of 25%. 

By the third week, the fly pressure dropped by an average of 8% in flies caught in control restaurants. The program 
restaurants continued to outperform the control restaurants with an average decrease of 49% in the number of large  
flies caught in the restaurant.  

 

The quantitative results are supported by survey responses in which restaurant operators using the full Ecolab Large Fly Program report 
increased satisfaction with control of large flies in their restaurant. Control restaurants that only had the interior fly light remained 
unsatisfied with the control of large flies in their restaurant.
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THIS CASE STUDY DEMONSTRATES THAT A ROBUST OUTSIDE-IN APPROACH COMBINED 
WITH A CUSTOMER PARTNERSHIP REDUCE A LARGE FLY POPULATION BETTER THAN A 
FLY LIGHT ALONE AND HELPS PREVENT INTERIOR FLY ACTIVITY.
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Learn More Today
Find out how Ecolab can help protect your brand from large flies.  
Read full case studies and view our partnership video, Teaming Up Against Flies 
at ecolab.com/largefly
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TOGETHER, WE PROTECT YOUR SUCCESS WITH OUR COMPREHENSIVE OUTSIDE-IN PROGRAM 


